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The President. Chairman Rostenkowski called
me about an hour or so ago, right after the
vote, and based on what I know, I’m very satis-
fied. I’m immensely pleased. All the basic fea-
tures of the bill remained intact, and many of
the changes that were made I think made it
a better bill. So again, I have not had a chance
to study all the things that were done today,
but based on what I know, I believe it is a
very good bill indeed. It still maintains the es-
sential features. The earned-income tax credit
is there for people making roughly $29,000 a
year or less to basically add fairness to the Tax
Code and relieve them of the impact of the
energy tax.

The bill is highly progressive, virtually all of
the money raised on people with incomes of
over $100,000. The immunization program, the
family preservation program is intact. The em-
powerment zone program was endorsed by the
committee, and they added quite a bit of money
to it so we could encourage more cities to get
involved in trying to bring free enterprise into
distressed areas. I think that is a very impressive
thing. And I think changing the small business
incentive to an expensing rather than an invest-
ment tax credit is basically a net plus because
more small businesses can access it at less has-
sle. So I feel very good about it—what I know
about the bill. You know, like I said, I haven’t—
but what I know about it is very encouraging.

Q. Why shouldn’t the American people regard
this as a black letter day with a new tax bill
coming their way?

The President. Because all this money is going
to go to reduce the deficit. Because we’ve got
interest rates at a 20-year low. Because most
Americans have refinanced a home or a business
loan, they’ve already saved more money in inter-
est costs than they will pay in higher taxes. And
because if we don’t do something to cut spend-
ing and increase some taxes we’re going to bank-
rupt the country.

We tried it the other way for 12 years. We
tried lowering taxes and increasing spending,
and we went from a $1 trillion to a $4 trillion
debt; didn’t work out very well. And I think
the American people want us finally to step up
to the bar and reduce this national deficit and
get it down eventually to zero and get some
economic growth going.

I also believe until we bring the deficit down
we won’t have any money to invest in education
and training and new technologies. We have to
prove to the American people first we’ve got
the discipline to spend their money properly
and to run this Government properly.

I think it’s not a black letter day. It’s a red
letter day for America. We’re finally beginning
to face our problems in a mature way. And
I’m encouraged. And I applaud the House Com-
mittee for what they did today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony
May 13, 1993

Thank you very much, Senator DeConcini,
Chairman Floyd, President Young, law enforce-
ment officers, and survivors of our fallen broth-
ers and sisters.

America has more than half a million law
enforcement officers who serve proudly and
bravely. And every day they carry out their
sworn duties, risk is a constant companion. No
one knows that better than those of you who
are here tonight and your families. But I can
say that there are very few Americans who owe
more to law enforcement officers than do I.

I’m proud to be joined here tonight by three
people who have a very important role in the
protection of the American people and who have
an important role in my administration and my
life. I’d like to acknowledge them if I might:
the Director of the United States Secret Service,
whose members put their lives on the line for
the President every day, Mr. John McGaw; the
Director of the Office of National Drug Policy
and formerly the police chief of the cities of
Atlanta, Houston, and New York, Mr. Lee
Brown; and Senator DeConcini just mentioned
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the Attorney General, formerly the prosecutor
of Dade County, Florida, Ms. Janet Reno, who
just came in. She’s somewhere here. I like intro-
ducing these people.

I’d also like to thank very much the survivors
from Arkansas who came here with me tonight,
as well as the law enforcement officials, in par-
ticular, the two members of the Arkansas State
Police, who for a dozen years worked with me
and protected me and my family and stood up
to unbelievable pressures from radical fringe
groups, from organized rioters, from serious or-
ganized criminal efforts, and the day-to-day haz-
ards of law enforcement. I owe them all a great
deal, and I’m glad they’re here tonight.

More than 13,000 law enforcement officials
have fallen in the line of duty. This memorial
was dedicated to them a year and a half ago.
Tonight we note the names of 328 more who
will be newly etched on these marble stones.
But our tribute will ring hollow tonight unless
we recommit ourselves to do whatever we can
to keep the remainder of these stones as smooth
as possible, to support the men and women
who keep our society more lawful and our lives
more secure, to help them as enforcers, and
to keep them from becoming victims.

Collectively, we call them our Thin Blue Line.
That line is nothing less than our buffer against
chaos, against the worst impulses of this society,
a shield we may not always think about until
it is raised in our own defense. The safety of
our citizens in their homes, where they work,
where they play, it all depends on that Thin
Blue Line. And so it behooves us all to reinforce
that line, to make it as strong as we can.

Let us be honest with one another. We know
that nothing we do will remove all risk from
law enforcement, but we can take steps that
will make the profession safer and make our-
selves safer as well. We could do that by passing
the Brady bill. The American people want it;
law enforcement officers have called for it for
years. It will save lives, and it would be a tribute
to those we honor here tonight.

We can also do that by increasing the number
of law enforcement officers on the street. Just
a generation ago there were three officers for
every serious crime in this country. Today there
are three crimes for every officer. It makes po-
lice work more dangerous. It makes it more
difficult to implement strategies that work like
community policing. It makes society less safe.
Let us do more to put police officers on the

street, and that will be a tribute to those whom
we come here to honor tonight.

Last year Federal, State, and law enforcement
officers were killed in substantial numbers, but
they say that fewer were killed than at any year
since the mid-1960’s. Still, one is too many. And
statistics, the numbers like 120 people being
killed in the line of duty by violent means, they
belie the real human stories.

In my State, a 74-year-old sheriff’s deputy
was beaten to death. That’s more than an assault
on a law enforcement officer; it’s an affront to
our common humanity. That officer, R.D.
Purifoy, was from a little county next to the
one where I was born in Arkansas. He was
so dedicated that any time, day or night, for
26 years, he was always there to answer the
call. And on the day he died last November,
he was simply trying to settle a domestic quar-
rel.

Then there was Jerry Stallings, a police officer
from Barling, Arkansas, in the western part of
my State, whose family is here tonight. He was
investigating an auto accident when he was
struck by a drunk driver. It should have been
a routine investigation, but as every law enforce-
ment officer knows, there’s no such thing as
a routine investigation.

Tonight we honor these men and their fami-
lies. We honor all those who have fallen
throughout our Nation as they carried out their
duties to make our lives better and safer: from
the officers on the beat and the street, to the
patrols on the highways, to the Federal agents
in all fields. Tonight we light the darkness with
the memories and glories of those who died
in the service of their neighbors, their commu-
nities, and our Nation. Their brave souls are
among us; they are carried brightly in our hearts
in gratitude, in joy, in sorrow, yes, but also in
the certainty that God looks after those who
give such a full measure of their devotion.

We honor these valiant men and women not
for dying, because death comes to us all eventu-
ally. We honor them for how they died and
how they lived. In life they gave us aid when
we were helpless, shielded us when we were
vulnerable, lifted us when we had fallen, gave
us comfort when we were afraid. In rooting
out our lawless, they preserved our order. They
were our fathers and sons, our brothers and
sisters, our mothers and daughters. They were
our friends.

Their contribution cannot be measured nor
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properly honored by their President or any other
citizen except to say a simple thank you and
to give a prayer to God for their souls. They
will be remembered as all of you knew them,
standing tall and ready, the sentinels of our lib-
erty. Let us live in ways that will honor their
ultimate contribution to our lives.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m. at the
memorial. In his remarks, he referred to Craig
Floyd, chairman, National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial Fund, and Kathleen A. Young,
president, Concerns of Police Survivors.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Soviet Treaty
Compliance
May 13, 1993

Dear Mr. President: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Enclosed are classified and unclassified copies

of the report on Soviet Treaty Compliance re-
quired under condition 7 of the Resolution of
Ratification for the Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START).

The judgments included in this report are
drawn from reports prepared by the Arms Con-
trol and Disarmament Agency and submitted to
Congress under the provisions of PL 99–145,
as amended, and Section 52 of the Arms Control
and Disarmament Act.

Under the terms set forth in the Resolution
of Ratification, this report addresses actions of
the former Soviet Union which were violations
or probable violations of the obligations of the
SALT I Interim Agreement, SALT II, ABM,

INF and START Treaties and the ultimate reso-
lution of these issues. This report does not ad-
dress the actions of the newly independent
states which have succeeded the Soviet Union.
In contrast to the Soviet Union, the newly inde-
pendent states have demonstrated a substantially
improved willingness to adhere to arms control
obligations and to work with us to resolve prob-
lems.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Albert Gore,
Jr., President of the Senate, and Claiborne Pell,
chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations. An original was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this letter.

Nomination for Posts at the Housing and Urban Development,
Transportation, and State Departments
May 13, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate G. Edward DeSeve and Nelson
Diaz to be Chief Financial Officer and General
Counsel, respectively, of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development; David
Hinson to be Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation; and Peter Galbraith to be Ambassador
to Croatia.

‘‘We are continuing to make real progress in
filling key positions in my administration,’’ said

the President. ‘‘This group of individuals whose
appointments we are announcing today have the
kind of experience and expertise that our coun-
try needs.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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